StudyForGS.com 29 October 2026

Today's headline: UP brings provisional appointment in govt recruitment; Cabinet clears 4 link expressways worth X17,542
crore; Union Cabinet hikes DA to 63% and okays PM Viksit Gram Swaraj Yojana

Note: Today's UP-specific coverage was limited, so today's (29 Oct) items come first and are supplemented with key UP developments of this week (23-28
Oct 2026).

SECTION A — TODAY IN UTTAR PRADESH

1. UP's new recruitment policy: provisional joining before character verification

Announced on 29 October 2026, the policy aims to shorten the selection-to-joining time in state New Verification Flow
government recruitment.

® Candidates selected for general posts get a provisional appointment letter before
verification is complete; covers direct recruitment in departments, corporations, councils,
autonomous bodies, panchayats and local bodies.

Sensitive/security posts still need detailed verification before appointment; district police

and the local intelligence unit must report within 30 days. G‘:)';g:?;i';ﬁz';s’ Sensitive posts:
® Police check covers the home district and any district of stay for over 1 year in the last 5 joining verify FIRST

years, using existing records (no physical presence needed).

Serious offences (e.g. murder, rape, paper leaks, cheating gangs, cyber fraud) or violence
aimed at regime change bar a candidate; an FIR alone or a political opinion is not a ground; Police + LIU report
false information means cancellation of appointment. within 30 days

Why it matters: Balances speed of recruitment with integrity of public services — a live GS-II
them(_e (recruitment reforms, anti-paper-leak measures) and useful for UP administration Clear - Offence/false
questions. confirmed info - cancelled

Syllabus: GS-II: Governance, transparency in recruitment | GS-V: UP administrative system and public
services | UPPSC: Prelims + Mains GS-Il (UP-special GS-V)

m 2. CM's connectivity scorecard: 10 expressways, 17 airports, metro in 7 cities

On 29 October 2026, the Chief Minister highlighted the state's 'speed, scale and connectivity' UP Connectivity Scorecard

model of growth since 2017.

* 10 expressways now operational in UP (state's claim: about one and a half before 2017).

¢ 12 domestic + 5 international airports — the state says this is the highest number of 10 12 5
international airports in India.

* Metro rail in 7 cities, up from none before 2017 (Lucknow, Kanpur and Agra among
them). Express- | Domestic Intl.

® Stated benefits: wider markets for farmers, job and education access for youth, time ways airports airports
saving and tourism growth.

Why it matters: Connectivity numbers are high-yield one-liners for UPPSC Prelims; in
Mains, link them to logistics cost, industrial corridors and the state's $1 trillion economy
goal.

Syllabus: GS-IlI: Infrastructure — roads, airports | GS-VI: Infrastructure development of Uttar Pradesh | UPPSC: Prelims + Mains GS-IIl (UP-special GS-VI)

3. UP Rise 2026 in Ayodhya and the investment push towards a $1 trillion economy

On 28 October 2026, the 'UP Rise 2026' startup programme opened at Dr. Ram Manohar Lohia Avadh University, Ayodhya, while the CM met a

Singapore delegation on investment.

® UP Rise 2026 is built on the 'Aatmanirbhar UP' vision; 1,000+ students took part, 20+ ideas pitched, 15 shortlisted.

* Winner: an organic-farming startup team from Kushinagar (325,000 prize); runner-up: an eco-friendly portable cremation unit cutting wood
use by up to 30%.

® Programme to run in 30 colleges across 25 cities; schemes showcased include Mukhyamantri Udyami Yojana, UP Startup Fund,
Abhyudaya Yojana and the Free Tablet scheme.

® CM reiterated the mantra 'Reform, Perform and Transform' and the goal of a $1 trillion state economy.

Why it matters: Shows the shift from 'job seekers to job creators' in UP's youth policy — use as an example for GS-IIl (entrepreneurship) and
GS-VI (state schemes for youth).

Syllabus: GS-Ill: Startups, employment, investment | GS-VI: UP economy, industrial policy and schemes | UPPSC: Prelims + Mains GS-IIl (UP-special GS-VI)

SECTION B — KEY UP DEVELOPMENTS

4. GCC Innovation Summit, Lucknow: UP targets 1,000 Global Capability Centres

At the GCC Innovation Summit 2026 in Lucknow (27 October), the CM released a white paper on 'The True Economics of Al Adoption in GCCs'
prepared with IIT Kanpur.

* UP GCC Policy 2024 targets 1,000+ new GCCs and 5 lakh jobs, including in tier-2 and tier-3 cities (Lucknow, Kanpur, Gorakhpur).

® State reports a land bank of 75,000+ acres for investors.

* A new X634 crore GCC investment in Eco Solutions announced; an Al-powered GCC Centre of Excellence launched at a Lucknow IT campus.
* India hosts 2,100+ GCCs employing 23 lakh+ professionals.

Why it matters: GCCs can take UP's services economy beyond Noida; pair with the UP Al Mission (Oct 2026) when writing on the state's
digital-economy strategy.

Syllabus: GS-Ill: Services sector, IT, employment | GS-VI: UP industrial and IT policies | UPPSC: Prelims + Mains GS-lll (UP-special GS-VI)
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m 5. Cabinet clears four link expressways: ~322 km at 17,542 crore

The state Cabinet on 27 October 2026 approved selection of EPC developers by UPEIDA for four

greenfield link expressways, fully state-funded.

* Jewar Link (~74 km): Noida International Airport (Jewar) to the Ganga Expressway.

¢ Jhansi Link (~106 km): links the new industrial city BIDA (Jhansi) with the Bundelkhand
Expressway in Jalaun.

¢ Farrukhabad Link (~91 km) joins the Ganga and Agra-Lucknow Expressways; 0‘
Agra-Lucknow to Purvanchal Link (~51 km) connects the two expressways near N
Lucknow. © >

* Total ~322 km / X17,542 crore; built in EPC mode in ~3 years with 5 years of o/
maintenance by contractors.

Concept: EPC (Engineering, Procurement and Construction): the government funds the project and the 2)

contractor designs and builds it for a fixed price; UPEIDA is the state's expressway authority.

4 Link Expressways - Districts Served

Why it matters: Link expressways turn separate expressways into a grid — key to reaching
Bundelkhand and Purvanchal, feeding the Jewar airport and the UP Defence Industrial ) Schematic; not to scale. Routes not drawn.
Corridor nodes. [N Jewar Link ~74 km
[E2 Jhansi Link ~106 km
Syllabus: GS-llIlI: Infrastructure, regional development | GS-VI: Expressways and industrial corridors of [Ell Farrukhabad Link ~91 km

UP | UPPSC: Prelims + Mains GS-lll (UP-special GS-VI) I8 Agra-Lucknow to Purvanchal Link ~51 km

Total ~322 km | ¥17,542 crore | EPC, ~3 years

6. Same Cabinet: UP Cyber Security Operations Centre, Robotics Park, cashless care

UP-GOVERNANCE
for school staff

The 27 October 2026 Cabinet meeting chaired by CM Yogi Adityanath cleared 22 proposals in
all.

® UP-CSOC (Cyber Security Operations Centre) to be set up through C3iHub, IIT Kanpur; a
Pragati Robotics Park approved to promote robotics and Al.

Uttar Pradesh in Today's News

® Cashless medical treatment extended to non-teaching staff of aided/unaided secondary o
and Sanskrit schools, Basic Education staff and Samagra Shiksha personnel with
dependants.

® 9.524 ha transferred free to the Sainik Schools Society for Sainik School, Mainpuri; free (5) ) o
land for warehouses in Jhansi and Lalitpur. ) ()

* 845 residential units (533 Type-3, 312 Type-4) for High Court officials at Devghat Jhalwa,
Prayagraj; UP Inland Vessels Rules, 2026 promulgated; AMRUT 2.0 projects for Lucknow (6) (3) \0
and Varanasi. (7) ®

Why it matters: A single Cabinet touching cyber security, welfare, defence education and
judiciary infrastructure — ideal for a GS-V answer on how the state executive drives
multi-sector governance.

Schematic; not to scale
[E8 Lucknow - Cabinet, GCC Lalitpur - warehouse
[E3 Ayodhya - Deepotsav ﬂ Kanpur - IIT C3iHub
Syllabus: GS-Ill: Cyber security, S&T; | GS-1I: Welfare schemes | GS-V: UP governance | UPPSC: Prelims [Ell Prayagraj - HC housing [l Meerut - sports goods
+ Mains GS-1I/GS-Ill (UP-special GS-V) B3 Varanasi - garment plant [ Kushinagar - UP Rise
B3l Mainpuri - Sainik School Y Bhadohi - renamed
I Jhansi - BIDA, warehouse

7. PMAY-Gramin regional workshop in Lucknow reviews next-phase reforms

The Union Ministry of Rural Development held a two-day regional workshop on PMAY-G in PMAY-G Target by Mar 2029
Lucknow on 27-28 October 2026.
® Target: 4.95 crore rural houses by March 2029 (2.95 crore in Phase |, 2016-17 to 2023-24 +
2 crore for 2024-25 to 2028-29). [l Phase I: 2.95 cr
® Proposed reforms: cluster-based housing, rural mason training, Centres of Excellence and a
credit framework for rural housing.
® Unit assistance £1.20 lakh (plains) / ¥1.30 lakh (hilly & difficult areas); minimum house size 4.95
25 sq m. .
* Beneficiaries from SECC 2011 verified by Gram Sabha; 60% of targets for SC/ST; tracked on
AwaasSoft and funds via SNA-SPARSH; Centre:State share 60:40 (90:10 for NE/Himalayan
States).

2016-17 to 2023-24

. Phase II: 2 cr
2024-25 to 2028-29

crore
houses

Aid: ¥1.20 lakh plains

Why it matters: UP is among the largest PMAY-G implementers; the reform agenda (cluster X1.30 lakh hilly
housing, credit access) is a ready 'way forward' for any Mains answer on rural housing.

Syllabus: GS-II: Welfare schemes, rural housing | GS-V: Rural development in UP | UPPSC: Prelims + Mains GS-Il (UP-special GS-V)

8. 10th Ayodhya Deepotsav on 7 November: 33 lakh diyas and 2,100 drones

The state is preparing the 10th edition of Deepotsav (started 2017) in Ayodhya on 7 November

2026, with a three-phase celebration. 33 lakh 2,147 in
diyas Saryu Aarti

¢ About 33 lakh (3.3 million) diyas planned at Ram Ki Paidi and the Saryu ghats — aiming at a
new record.

* 2,100 indigenous drones show with 3D projection; 2,147 participants in the Saryu Aarti;
green fireworks near Gonda bridge. e

® About 35,000 volunteers; ~1,000 artists from UP and 12 other states; cultural troupes from Deepotsav
12 countries and international Ramlilas. 7 Nov

® Three phases: Shobha Yatra from Saket Mahavidyalaya - Ram Katha Park (Bharat Milap,
Rajyabhishek) —» Saryu Aarti and lamp lighting.

Why it matters: Deepotsav is a flagship of UP's religious-cultural tourism economy; remember 35,000 TS,

edition number, date and diya count for Prelims, and the 'cultural diplomacy' angle for Mains. volunteers I;rtists. 12 nations
12 states

Syllabus: GS-I: Indian culture, festivals | GS-V: Fairs, festivals and tourism of UP | UPPSC: Prelims + Mains
GS-l (UP-special GS-V)
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SECTION NATIONAL NEWS FOR UPPSC

9. Union Cabinet: DA raised to 63%; PM Viksit Gram Swaraj Yojana approved

The Union Cabinet on 28 October 2026 approved a DA/DR hike and new schemes for panchayats, Union Cabinet, 28 Oct (% crore)
container manufacturing and sports goods. !

* DA/DR: 60% - 63% from 1 July 2026; ~48 lakh employees and ~68 lakh pensioners; cost

%10,016 crore a year. mf;"s'}f‘g';fg 10,000
* PM Viksit Gram Swaraj Yojana: ¥7,395.55 crore for 2026-27 to 2030-31 (co-terminus
with the 16th Finance Commission); Centre X4,869.48 cr, States X2,526.07 cr. DA/DR hike £10,016
® Covers 2.55 lakh panchayats and traditional local bodies, ~32 lakh elected representatives; (per year)
annual GPDPs on eGramSwaraj, audits via AuditOnline, own-source revenue push.
PM Viksit Gram %7,396

® Also cleared: a 10,000 crore container manufacturing promotion scheme.
Concept: 73rd Constitutional Amendment (1992) added Part IX and the 11th Schedule (29 subjects) for
panchayats; Article 243G empowers them to plan for economic development and social justice.

Swaraj Yojana

Sports goods %1,857
Why it matters: UP has the largest number of gram panchayats (~57,000+), so PM-VGSY's mfg. scheme
capacity-building and audit push matters most here; DA hikes usually trigger matching state
revisions.

Syllabus: GS-II: Panchayati Raj, local governance | GS-lll: Government finances | UPPSC: Prelims + Mains GS-II/GS-III

10. Khelo India Sports Goods Manufacturing Scheme (X1,856.67 crore) — a boost for Meerut

Approved on 28 October 2026, the scheme was announced in the Union Budget 2026-27 and runs till 2033-34.

® Qutlay ¥1,856.67 crore; period 2026 to 2033-34.

¢ Cluster-based Sports Goods Manufacturing Zones (SGMZs) via convergence with the BHAVYA scheme and NICDC industrial parks;
turnover-linked support for producers.

* X105 crore for certification by international sports federations; Centres of Excellence and R&D; convergence with the Anusandhan National
Research Foundation.

® UP angle: Meerut sports goods is the district's ODOP product and one of India's two biggest sports-goods hubs (with Jalandhar).

Why it matters: Can lift Meerut's MSME cluster up the value chain (certified, export-grade goods) — a ready example of Centre-State
convergence with ODOP.

Syllabus: GS-Ill: Manufacturing, MSMEs | GS-VI: ODOP and industrial clusters of UP | UPPSC: Prelims + Mains GS-IIl (UP-special GS-VI)

SECTION D — UP RAPID-FIRE

Area Quick fact

RENAMING Bhadohi district renamed 'Sant Ravidas Nagar Bhadohi' by the state Cabinet (October 2026).

UP-AI UP Al Mission (UP-AIM): Al centres in all 75 districts, 5 lakh youth to be trained, support for 100 Al startups.

UP-POLICY UP Sustainable Aviation Fuel Policy-2026: nodal agency UPNEDA; up to 10 years of electricity-duty exemption.

UP-SCHEME Mukhyamantri Samuhik Vivah Yojana: X1 lakh per couple (364,000 to the bride's account); 2026-27 target 72,540
couples.

UP-WELFARE 28 new Bachpan Day Care Centres approved for children (3-7 yrs) with disabilities; 25 already running.

UP-INDUSTRY PM inaugurated a 150 crore garment plant in Varanasi — theme 'Apna Hunar, Apni Pehchan'.

SECTION E — PRACTICE CORNER

Q1. The Jewar Link Expressway approved by the Uttar Pradesh Q2. Consider the following statements about the Pradhan

Cabinet in October 2026 will connect Noida International Mantri Viksit Gram Swaraj Yojana: 1. Its period is co-terminus
Airport with which expressway? with the Sixteenth Finance Commission. 2. It is a Central

(a) Bundelkhand Expressway (b) Ganga Expressway Sector Scheme fully funded by the Centre. 3. It supports

(c) Purvanchal Expressway (d) Gorakhpur Link Expressway preparation of Gram Panchayat Development Plans on the

Answer: (b) — The ~74 km Jewar Link connects Noida International Airport =~ eGramSwaraj portal. Which of the statements given above
(Jewar) to the Ganga Expressway; the ~106 km Jhansi Link connects BIDA is/are correct?
with the Bundelkhand Expressway. (@) 1only (b)1and3only
(c)2and3only (d)1,2and3
Answer: (b) — It runs 2026-27 to 2030-31 (16th FC period) and is
centrally sponsored (Centre 4,869.48 cr + States 32,526.07 cr), so
statement 2 is wrong.

Mains (GS-VI): "Expressways can be Uttar Pradesh's tool to bridge regional disparities." In the light of the new link expressways,
examine how connectivity can integrate Bundelkhand and Purvanchal with the state's growth centres. (GS-VI, 125 words)

Hint: Intro: 10 operational expressways + 4 link expressways (~322 km). Body: Jhansi Link-BIDA and Defence Corridor; Jewar Link-airport logistics; nodes
along corridors, ODOP clusters, tourism. Limits: land acquisition, need for industrial nodes, not just roads. Conclude with the $1 trillion goal.

ONE-LINE REVISION: Provisional joining in UP jobs (verification in 30 days) | 4 link expressways ~322 km, ¥17,542 cr | DA
63% | PM-VGSY X7,395.55 cr | 10th Deepotsav, 7 Nov — 33 lakh diyas.

Compiled & simplified by the StudyForGS.com Research Team | p YouTube: @Study_ForGS | » Telegram:
t.me/studyforgeneralstudies
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