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UP unveils interest-free ₹1 lakh credit for 1
crore women; UP–Japan Meet 2026 and a ₹5,507
cr Cabinet investment push power the state's
$1-trillion economy drive
Uttar Pradesh's headline story today is a proposed interest-free
credit of up to ₹1 lakh for 1 crore self-help-group women,
disbursed in three tranches through the State Rural Livelihood
Mission. This sits alongside the momentum of the UP–Japan
Investment Meet 2026 and a Cabinet clearance of ₹5,507 crore
for 11 industrial units — all aligned to the state's goal of
becoming a $1-trillion economy. Nationally, the India–Japan air
exercise Veer Guardian-2026 and PM-SETU skilling funds for the
Meerut ITI cluster are the exam-relevant highlights.

Today's UP items lead this edition; a few high-value developments
from the current week are retained below for revision, as directed for
exam relevance.

AT A GLANCE — TODAY'S 10 POINTS
• UP to give interest-free credit up to ₹1 lakh to 1 crore SHG

women in three tranches (₹20k+₹30k+₹50k).
• Scheme linked to the UP State Rural Livelihood Mission ; adds

e-rickshaw aid up to ₹2 lakh and 100 new women centres.
• PM-SETU 5th Steering Committee approved ₹735.70 cr for 3 ITI

clusters; UP's Meerut cluster gets ₹240.40 cr .
• UP–Japan Investment Meet 2026 anchored Escorts Kubota

(₹2,025 cr) and Minda Corp (₹1,166 cr) in YEIDA.
• A 500-acre 'Japanese City' planned in YEIDA; four MoUs signed

with Yamanashi Prefecture .
• UP Cabinet cleared ₹5,507 crore for 11 industrial units across

9 districts (packaging + food processing led).
• ₹7,968 cr Jhansi Link Expressway cleared; ₹7,000 cr

earmarked for corridors along 5 expressways .
• Yogi govt to run assistive-device & artificial-limb camps in all

75 districts for Divyangjan.
• UP retains India's #1 rank in GI tags , targeting 152 tagged

products under a fresh action plan.
• National defence: Veer Guardian-2026 India–Japan air exercise

at Jodhpur (Tejas, Su-30 MKI, Rafale, F-2A).

SECTION A  ·  TODAY IN UP

UP-SCHEME

UP to give interest-free ₹1 lakh credit to 1 crore
SHG women
• Up to ₹1 lakh interest-free credit to each of nearly 1 crore SHG

women , paid by Direct Benefit Transfer .
• Released in three tranches — ₹20,000 (by December),

₹30,000 and ₹50,000 — as women scale up their ventures.
• Anchored in the UP State Rural Livelihood Mission ; adds

special women's credit cards and digital sales linkage.
• Extra support: up to ₹2 lakh for women buying e-rickshaws and

100 new women-empowerment centres .
• Final eligibility and beneficiary rules await formal Cabinet

approval .

Why it matters: A large cash-flow-linked livelihood push that
deepens the SHG model (SDG-1, SDG-5) and can be quoted in
Mains answers on women's economic empowerment and rural
credit in UP.

Syllabus: Welfare schemes for vulnerable sections; women empowerment;
rural livelihoods & SHGs; UP governance

UP-SKILL

PM-SETU skilling funds flow to UP's Meerut ITI
cluster
• The 5th National Steering Committee approved ₹735.70 crore

for three ITI clusters (including UP).
• UP's Meerut ITI cluster secured ₹240.40 crore for

modernisation and industry-linked training.
• Total PM-SETU commitment now stands at about ₹2,171 crore

across 9 clusters nationally.
• Focus: aligning ITI trades with local industry demand and

improving trainee employability.

Why it matters: Skilling in a large-workforce state like UP
directly supports the demographic-dividend and employment
questions common in UPPSC GS-III.

Syllabus: Skill development & employment; centre-state schemes; human
resource development

SECTION B  ·  KEY UP DEVELOPMENTS

UP-INFRA

UP–Japan Investment Meet 2026 anchors big-ticket
YEIDA projects
• Escorts Kubota to invest ₹2,025 crore (tractors & construction

equipment), 3,800+ jobs , in YEIDA.
• Minda Corporation to invest ₹1,166 crore in auto components,

creating about 6,440 jobs .
• A 500-acre dedicated 'Japanese City' is planned in YEIDA for

Japanese firms and suppliers.
• Four MoUs signed with Yamanashi Prefecture covering

skilling, tourism, GCCs and Japanese-language workforce.
• Positioned as part of UP's drive to become a $1-trillion

economy .

Why it matters: Foreign direct investment plus a captive
industrial township is a textbook example for Mains answers on
'ease of doing business' and export-oriented manufacturing in
UP.
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Syllabus: Investment & industrial policy; infrastructure; India's economic
diplomacy; UP economy

UP-GOVERNANCE

Cabinet clears ₹5,507 crore for 11 industrial units
in 9 districts
• Total cleared investment of ₹5,507 crore across 11 units in 9

districts .
• Sector split: packaging (~45%) and food & beverage (~41%)

dominate; metals & speciality make up the rest.
• Largest single project: a packaging unit in Unnao (~₹1,573

crore) ; Unnao district leads overall.
• Approvals routed through the 2022 policy (8 units) and 2023

FDI policy (3 units) .

Why it matters: Illustrates how policy incentives (Letters of
Comfort, sector policies) translate into district-level investment
— useful for GS-III industrial-policy and GS-V state-economy
answers.

Syllabus: State industrial & FDI policy; balanced regional development;
governance

UP-INFRA

Expressway industrial corridors and Jhansi Link
Expressway advance
• About ₹7,000 crore earmarked for industrial corridors along

5 expressways .
• The Jhansi Link Expressway (~₹7,968 crore) was cleared,

connecting the Bundelkhand Expressway to NH-44 .
• UP already operates India's largest expressway network

(Purvanchal, Bundelkhand, Ganga, etc.).
• Corridors aim to spread industry to Bundelkhand and eastern

UP , easing regional imbalance.

Why it matters: Expressway-led industrial corridors are a
recurring UP-development theme; the Bundelkhand focus links
to 'balanced regional development' in GS-V.

Syllabus: Infrastructure — roads & expressways; industrial corridors;
regional connectivity

UP-GOVERNANCE

Assistive-device and artificial-limb camps planned
in all 75 districts
• Assistive-device and artificial-limb distribution camps to

be organised across all 75 districts .
• Aims at accessible, on-ground delivery rather than centralised

distribution.
• Reinforces UP's welfare architecture for Divyangjan (persons

with disabilities) .
• Complements pension and accessibility measures already in

place.

Why it matters: A concrete last-mile welfare example for GS-II
'mechanisms for vulnerable sections' and GS-V state
social-justice delivery.

Syllabus: Welfare of differently-abled persons; social justice; UP
governance delivery

UP-CULTURE

Ayodhya–Varanasi–Prayagraj drive
religious-tourism surge
• Ayodhya, Varanasi and Prayagraj anchor record

religious-tourism growth in the state.
• The circuit is emerging as a multi-day luxury cultural route ,

boosting local livelihoods.
• Tourism reinforces UP's ranking among India's top destinations

by visitor numbers .
• Feeds hospitality, transport and handicraft demand across the

corridor.

Why it matters: Tourism-as-economy is a strong GS-VI (UP
culture) and GS-I answer angle, linking heritage to jobs and
infrastructure.

Syllabus: Art, culture & heritage; tourism economy; UP cultural geography

UP-CULTURE

UP retains India's top rank in GI tags, eyes 152
products
• UP holds the highest number of GI-tagged products among

Indian states.
• A fresh action plan targets roughly 152 GI-tagged products in

the state.
• GI tags protect region-specific crafts and produce, boosting

ODOP exports.
• Strengthens artisan incomes and brand value for UP handicrafts.

Why it matters: GI + ODOP is a signature UP-development
story linking heritage crafts to exports — high-yield for GS-VI
and GS-III.

Syllabus: Geographical Indications; traditional crafts; intellectual property;
UP heritage economy

SECTION C  ·  NATIONAL NEWS FOR UPPSC

NATIONAL

India–Japan air exercise Veer Guardian-2026 at
Jodhpur
• Exercise Veer Guardian-2026 held at Jodhpur (Rajasthan)

over a 14-day schedule.
• IAF fielded Tejas, Su-30 MKI and Rafale ; Japan's ASDF
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deployed F-2A fighters.
• Objective: interoperability, tactical proficiency and

operational synergy .
• Part of a widening India–Japan special strategic and global

partnership .

Why it matters: Bilateral exercises are perennial Prelims
fact-check items and Mains IR/security material; pair the
exercise name with the partner country.

Syllabus: India's bilateral defence exercises; international relations;
internal & external security

ECONOMY

Aluminium tech tie-up and fresh RBI payment
approvals
• A national aluminium producer signed a technology-licensing

deal to add 0.5 million tonnes/year of smelting capacity at
Angul, Odisha.

• The upgrade uses advanced smelting technology to raise
efficiency and output.

• The RBI cleared a Payment Aggregator authorisation for a
fintech and a GIFT City licence for cross-border services.

• Signals continued formalisation and expansion of India's
digital-payments ecosystem.

Why it matters: Capacity expansion plus payments-regulation
updates are compact, high-probability Prelims economy facts.

Syllabus: Industrial growth; technology licensing; banking & payments
regulation

SECTION D  ·  UP RAPID-FIRE

Appointment: Cricketer Rinku Singh named a Regional Sports
Officer by the UP government.

Sport: India finished 4th at the Pickleball World Cup 2026 in
Vietnam with 41 medals (7 gold).

Policy: UP Startup Policy 2026 proposes a ₹1,000 crore fund with
deep-tech support.

Heritage: UP targets ~152 GI-tagged products, retaining its
national lead.

Infra: Jhansi Link Expressway (₹7,968 cr) to link the Bundelkhand
Expressway to NH-44.

Tribute: State paid homage to Govind Ballabh Pant, UP's first CM,
on his 139th birth anniversary.

SECTION E  ·  PRACTICE CORNER

Q1. The proposed UP scheme to give interest-free credit up
to ₹1 lakh to nearly one crore women is anchored in which
of the following?

(A) National Rural Employment Guarantee framework
(B) UP State Rural Livelihood Mission (self-help groups)
(C) Pradhan Mantri Mudra Yojana only
(D) State Public Distribution System

Answer: B. The scheme routes interest-free working capital to
self-help-group women through the UP State Rural Livelihood Mission, in
three DBT tranches of ₹20,000, ₹30,000 and ₹50,000.

Q2. Exercise 'Veer Guardian-2026', in the news recently, is
a bilateral air exercise between India and which country?

(A) France
(B) Japan
(C) Australia
(D) United Kingdom

Answer: B. Veer Guardian is the India–Japan bilateral air exercise; the
2026 edition was held at Jodhpur with IAF Tejas/Su-30 MKI/Rafale and
Japanese F-2A fighters.
Mains Practice: "Linking self-help groups to interest-free
credit can transform rural women from beneficiaries into
entrepreneurs." Examine this in the context of Uttar
Pradesh's recent women's-credit initiative. (250 words)
Hint: Cover the SHG–bank linkage model and UP-SRLM; the
three-tranche DBT design and add-ons (e-rickshaw aid, credit cards,
women centres); expected gains for income, employment and SDG-1/5;
and risks — repayment discipline, market linkage and last-mile
inclusion.

Quick Revision: Remember: UP women's credit = up to ₹1
lakh, interest-free, 1 crore SHG women, three DBT tranches
(₹20k+₹30k+₹50k) via UP-SRLM; Cabinet cleared ₹5,507 cr for
11 units; Veer Guardian-2026 = India–Japan air exercise,
Jodhpur.
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